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EXT. FRONT OF HOUSE. EARLY MORNING

A well dressed elderly woman, VANESSA(70), arrives at a

house, opens the front gate and knocks on the door. She

carries a large leather bag. A younger woman, SHELLEY (39),

opens the door and greets her in Spanish, they hug and the

two of them go inside.

CUT TO:

INT. HALLYWAY/KITCHEN

Inside the kitchen Shelley’s daughter KATE (6) sits at the

breakfast counter drawing a picture of animals in a zoo.

As the two women walk into the kitchen Shelley stops in the

hallway and calls up the stairs to her son’s room.

CUT TO:

INT. JAKE’S ROOM

JAKE (11) plays his Xbox videogame(Skyrim) and is engrossed

slaying dragons and hordes of undead monsters.

SHELLEY

(OS)

Jake, Nan’s just arrived, come

downstairs and say hello! She’s got

a surprise!

Jake cringes and pauses the game before leaving his room.

CUT TO:

INT. KITCHEN

Jake enters the kitchen where his mother is doing the

washing up. Vanessa and Kate are both discussing the

drawings which Kate has been doing.

KATE

The tortoise is purple because he

eats plums and beatroot.

(beat)

The tortoise chases the tiger,

which is green because the tortoise

tricked him into eating cabbage.

And the tiger told the badger to

hide the plums. The badger eats red
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KATE
berries and is angry at the

tortoise for eating his berries.

Vanessa turns when she sees Jake entering the room and then

gives him a hug.

VANESSA

Hello Jake.

(beat)

Are you ready to roll your sleeves

up and get a bit dirty?

JAKE

Absolutely not.

VANESSA

But you have the strength and

skills for digging and weeding.

JAKE

I hate spiders, slugs and worms.

VANESSA

You shouldn’t be afraid of them,

boys shouldn’t be afraid anything,

especially insects. Your sister

certainly isn’t.

KATE

He doesn’t like leeches coz they

suck your blood, and spiders go in

your armpit.

VANESSA

Not if you’re quick and careful.

(beat)

The garden is their jungle and

they’re home, so sometimes they

don’t like it when we intrude.

Which is why they like to come

inside, they’re like hitchhikers

trying to find somewhere nice and

warm to live.

Jake stares at Vanessa and Kate completely revolted. Vanessa

opens the zip on her leather bag, and lifts out several

dangerous looking garden tools and a jar filled with

luminous glowing magic beans.

VANESSA

(holding up the jar)

Look Jake, and I brought the magic

beans!
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Shelley, Kate and Jake all stare in awe at the sparkly,

glowing beans.

CUT TO:

EXT. GARDEN - BACK OF HOUSE

[SERIES OF SHOTS - MONTAGE]

Vanessa, Jake and Kate work on the garden. Vanessa takes out

her tools, they each put on the gloves, and begin pruning

the bushes.

Jake wears a gasmask and batman costume, and Kate wears a

plastic tiger mask with a onsie cat suit. Jakes pushes a

lawnmower which cuts the grass and makes alot of mess and

noise. Vanessa and Kate paint the branches of a tree, and

tie sparkly ribbons to it.

They fill a wheelbarrow with leaves and cut grass. They

spray pesticide, and chase the dog with a hose spraying

water. The three of them put a board on the ground and have

a race with some snails. They carefully dig a hole in the

ground and Vanessa empties the jar of magic beans into it.

[SERIES OF SHOTS - END]

Vanessa and the two children stare at the earth as she

sprinkles glittery plantfood over the soil.

VANESSA

Wait.

They continue staring.

(cont’d)

Wait.

As the three stand waiting, the legs of a large

multicoloured rubber tarantula creep slowly towards them

from behind.

VANESSA

Wait.

They continue staring

(cont’d)

Wait.

Behind them, the spider’s legs disappear into a red Avengers

schoolbag which Jake left on the ground.

(CONTINUED)
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VANESSA

Hazar!

Several colourful purple and green plant stalks sprout from

the earth. The children pull off their masks and stare in

amazement.

VANESSA

I told you these were magic beans!

(reaching forward)

Look!

Vanessa picks a fat leaf from one of the plants. She unwraps

it and finds a candycane and gives it to Jake.

Kate pulls a leaf from another, unwraps it and finds a chunk

of icecream and honeycomb. Vanessa points to each of the

plants.

VANESSA

This one’s butter-caramel and

peanuts. That one’s mint and dark

chocolate. This one’s banana

toffee. That’s coffee and honey.

(beat)

It’s all organic so there’s no

sugar and it’s perfectly healthy.

(beat)

But before you can have any, you

must go inside and wash your hands.

Jake you need a shower, because

you’re the muddiest and your mother

will be furious if she sees you

like that.

The children turn and run towards the house.

VANESSA

Jake, don’t forget your bag!

Jake turns, picks up his bag and follows his sister.

CUT TO:

INT. STAIRS/BEDROOM/BATHROOM

[SERIES OF SHOTS - MONTAGE]

Jake and Kate run past Shelley in the hallway, looking

annoyed at how muddy they are.
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Jake throws his bag on his bed and runs into the bathroom.

The bag twitches slightly, and there is a loud thud as the

giant spider falls off the bed and quickly crawls out the

door.

[SERIES OF SHOTS - END]

Jakes runs into the bathroom, pulls off dirty clothes and

turns on the shower before climbing in.

The bathroom door slowly creaks open. The sound of the

running water gets louder and louder. Jake washes the mud

off his hair and cleans his ears. A thick stream of brown

water disappears down the plughole.

Jake continues to scrub his face as the silhouette of the

spider appears on the curtain. A hairy black hand touches

the edge of the curtain and then rips it away.

VANESSA

Hazar!

Jake screams and steps back in horror. Vanessa holds up the

giant rubber tarantula and throws it at Jake, which bounces

and lands at his feet. Vanessa turns and runs out the room,

where Kate is also stood laughing.

VANESSA

Watch out for those hitchhikers!

Jake, mortified, stares back at Vanessa and Kate. He looks

down at the rubber spider, which appears to jump towards

Jake’s naked foot. Jake makes a yelping sound and falls out

the shower.

FADE TO BLACK


